Shooting Discipline Descriptions for the Ohio 4-H Shooting Education Camps
ARCHERY LEVEL 1: Focuses on providing youth with a strong introduction to the sport. Using low poundage recurve bows with finger release, the campers will learn to safely handle and maintain archery equipment, and will learn and practice the nine steps of proper shooting form. Equipment will be provided by camp and participants should not bring their own. 

Class size: 12 archers.
ARCHERY LEVEL 2: (Prerequisite: ARCHERY Level 1) Archers will begin to develop their personal shooting style, using intermediate and advanced skills to improve their accuracy at greater distances. To enter this level, youth must(1) have completed the archery specialty at a previous 4-H Shooting Education Camp, or (2) have completed the archery course of instruction as a member of a county4-H Shooting Sports Club, or (3) if not previously affiliated with 4-H Shooting Sports, provide with the registration form, a letter from a shooting coach or instructor or credentials from a recognized organization ( NAA, NFAA, etc.) indicating that the youth is beyond the introductory level in archery. In Level 2 only archers should bring their personal archery equipment (bows, arrows, etc.) so fine tuning of the bow/arrow system can begin, and archers can practice the skills using the equipment they will have when they return home. Bows and arrows brought from home will be collected at registration and kept in the camp armory except when in use on the range. (Only target or field points on arrows. LEAVE BROAD HEADS AT HOME, PLEASE!) Archers may use compound, recurve or traditional equipment, mechanical or finger release. No crossbows! Class size: 12

.22 Rifle, Introductory: Level 1 - Basic gun safety education and shooting instruction for beginners and those with minimal experience. Youth will learn the basics of safe gun handling and marksmanship. Shooting will be done with .22 caliber rifles from the bench rest, prone, sitting, kneeling and standing position. Youth will experience two roles, both as a shooter and as a coach. Equipment will be provided by camp and participants should NOT bring their own rifles. Shooters are encouraged to bring a mat or sleeping bag that will provide cushioning when shooting from the prone position. Knee-length shorts or jeans required on the range. Class size: 16

.22 Rifle, INTERMEDIATE (Prerequisite: Introductory Rifle): Level 2 - This course is for youth that can demonstrate the basic techniques of safe rifle handling, marksmanship and are proficient shooting from the bench as well as the prone position. Skill development will be stressed. Shooters will explore a variety of rifle activities and shooting opportunities. Shooting will be done with a variety of .22 rifles and sights. Shooting will be done at paper and reactive targets and may include a woods walk/ hunting trail. Marksmanship techniques will be refined in the rested, prone, kneeling and offhand positions. Competitive shooting and related equipment will be introduced. Optional activity will be to sample rifles of various calibers.
 This class is for youth who have completed a basic 4-H rifle course, either at previous Shooting Education Camp, with their county Shooting Sports club or other recognized program (NRA, American Legion, etc.)

Students may bring their own .22 caliber rifles. Open, peep and optical sights are allowed. All actions are allowed provided that they may be single loaded. Rifles must be cased and will be kept in the camp armory except when in use on the range. If you have a sling, shooting mat, spotting scope or binoculars, please bring. Knee length shorts or jeans required on the range. Class size: 12

.22 Rifle, 3 Position Competitive Rifle: Level 3 - This class is for youth that have mastered the basics of rifle safety and marksmanship and want to enter or improve their shooting skills in competitive events. Students should be experienced in shooting from the prone, kneeling and offhand positions. Positions will be refined and mental training will be introduced. More time will be spent shooting with individualized coaching by experienced instructors. Shooters are encouraged to bring their own .22 rifles (must have peep sights) and associated equipment. Rifles must be cased and will be kept in the camp armory when not in use. Knee length shorts or jeans required on the range. Class size: 20  
SHOTGUN LEVEL 1: Provides gun safety education and shooting fundamentals for beginners and those with minimal experience. Youth will learn the essential concepts of safe gun handling and marksmanship. Basic shotgun shooting step by step and firing the first shots. Shooter will be using 20 gauge shotguns to improve their ability to hit static and flying targets. Shotguns will be provided by camp and participants should not bring their own. Class size: 20

SHOTGUN LEVEL 2: (PREREQUISITE: SHOTGUN Level 1. or successful completion of the NRA or 4-H Basic shotgun course) Provides gun safety education, youth will develop additional shotgun shooting skills through a structured approach to shotgun shooting. To reinforce the importance of gun fit, and how it relates to becoming a great shotgun shooter. Break point; hold point, focal point, and insertion point. Introduction to leads and applications, swing through sustained lead and pull away methods an introduction to doubles and tactics. To build more knowledge, skill and mental attitudes for safely firing shotguns at moving targets from varying angles. To enter this level, youth must (1) have completed the shotgun specialty at a previous 4-H Shooting Education Camp, or (2) youth with considerable experience who have not been through the shotgun Level 1 at Shooting Education Camp. In Level 2 youth may bring a shotgun (12 or 20 gauge) from home to use. All guns must be cased. Shotguns brought from home will be collected at registration and kept in the camp armory except when in use on the range. Class size: 15

SHOTGUN: LEVEL 3: (PREREQUISITE: SHOTGUN Level 2) For those campers who have previously completed Shotgun level 2 at 4-H Shooting Education Camps in 1999 - 2002. Provides gun safety education, introduction to 16-yard trap, American skeet, and 5 stand sporting clays games. An introduction to rules of shotgun shooting games, layouts, shooting order, and practical application of the shooting rules in the shotgun games. To reinforce the importance of gun fit, and how it relates to becoming a great shotgun shooter. To build more knowledge, skill and mental attitudes for safely firing shotguns at moving targets from varying angles. To enter this level, youth must (1) Have completed the shotgun specialty at a previous 4-H Shooting Education Camp, or (2) youth with considerable experience who have not been through the shotgun Level 2 at Shooting Education Camp. In Level 3campers are encouraged to bring their own shotguns (12 or 20 gauge) from home to use. All guns must be cased. Shotguns brought from home will be collected at registration and kept in the camp armory except when in use on the range. Class size: 15

SHOTGUN: LEVEL 4: (PREREQUISITE: SHOTGUN Level 3 (Advanced Shotgun)) For those campers who have previously completed Shotgun level 3 (advanced shotgun) at 4-H Shooting Education Camp. Provides gun safety education, shooting the different trap games. (Handicap and Buddy shoots). American Skeet, and 5-Stand sporting clays with error detection and correction, coaching shooters, mental training and goal setting. To reinforce the importance of gun fit, and how it relates to becoming a great shotgun shooter. Lecture areas of Bunker Trap and International Skeet. To enter this level, youth must (1) Have completed the shotgun specialty at a previous 4-H Shooting Education Camp, or (2) youth with considerable experience who have not been through the shotgun Level 3 at Shooting Education Camps petition the 4-H Shooting Sports Coordinator to enter this level.  Campers in Level 4 are encouraged to bring their own shotguns (12 or 20 gauge) from home to use. All guns must be cased. Shotguns brought from home will be collected at registration and kept in the camp armory except when in use on the range. Class size: 15
SHOTGUN: LEVEL 5: (PREREQUISITE: SHOTGUN Level 1 (Trap Shooting) For those campers who have previously completed Shotgun Level 1 – Safe Gun Handling Education.  Introduction to 16 yard singles, target setting and scoring, what defines a legal target, hold points, focal point, patterning and point of impact.  To reinforce the importance of gun fit, to build more knowledge, skills and attitude to become a more successful trap shooter.  The Handicap System will be covered, as well as shooting trap doubles.  Campers in Level 5 are encouraged to bring their own shotguns (12 or 20 Gauge) from home to use.  All guns must be cased.  Shotguns brought from home will be collected at registration and kept in the camp armory except when in use on the range.  Class size:  15
LIVING HISTORY—Join adventurers from times past as you learn about guns, heritage skills and crafts, games, and ways of living from America’s history.  Interact with characters from times past and learn about their interesting stories and adventures. Come join us as we bring history to life through the use of period appropriate clothing and accouterments, and storytelling based on real-life accounts.  Experience the sights, sounds, tastes, smells & textures of the past!

Living History: Muzzleloading Basics: Learn to safely load and shoot a percussion cap muzzleloader.  People on the frontier made their own gear.  You will make your own cane powder measure, nipple pick, loading block, ball starter, and deerskin pouch.  You will assemble and learn how to make fire with your own flint & steel fire starting kit.  You can test your shooting skill by shooting for the center of the “X.”  Meet historical characters from a variety of time periods.

Class size:  12 adventurers

Living History Leather & Forge (Prerequisite:  age 13 plus completion of LH Basics or another LH discipline):   Following a thorough review of basic gun handling and range safety procedures you will have the opportunity to use flintlock and caplock muzzleloaders.  Using leather, hand tools, and dyes, you will make your own rifleman’s bag. You will make your own hand crafted vent pick as you serve your “apprenticeship” learning on a real blacksmith forge.  Learn to make cordage using a lucet, an ancient Viking tool.  Shooting challenges (accuracy, shot placement and group) will also be a part of this class.  Optional: Youth who have a historical persona under development are encouraged to bring period clothing and accessories to share with other Living History participants.  Class size:  4-6   adventurers.
Living History Powder Horn/Knife  (Prerequisite: age 14 plus LH Leather & Forge):  Adventurers  will work on a more demanding handcraft: either a primitive utility knife or a powder horn.  Participants will explore persona development and have the opportunity to meet historical characters from a variety of time periods. Youth who have a historical persona under development are encouraged to bring period clothing and accessories to share with other Living History participants.  Conditions permitting, participants can “test” their frontier living skills during an overnight campout.  Following a review of basic gun handling and range safety procedures you will have the opportunity to use flintlock and caplock muzzleloaders. Class size:  4  adventurers. 
Living History: On the Frontier - No prerequisite Ages 12 - 18

Limit 12 campers.

Campers will learn and practice skills important in early American life.  Topics vary each year, campers may repeat this discipline.  Activities for 2011 may include some of the following: an introduction to muzzleloaders and/or archery, blacksmithing, flint knapping, open fire cooking, fire starting, sewing a haversack, historic lighting & candle making, throwing tomahawks and period games.  Weather permitting, campers may opt to sleep outside one night in a rock shelter (bring appropriate bedding).  Campers with period clothing or gear may bring items to demonstrate (guns, bows, knives, etc. must be checked into the camp armory at registration).

Living History: Heritage Guns – An exploration of the guns that shaped America

Prerequisite – campers must be age 14 or older; previous experience at 4H Shooting Education camp and/or 4H shooting sports project experience is necessary; must be comfortable with larger caliber guns.

Camper Limit – 8

Come learn about and shoot the guns that helped shape America.  Guns to be discussed and shot may include flintlock musket, Kentucky long rifle, Civil War musket and/or rifles, cap and ball revolver, Wild West rifles and single action revolvers, double action revolvers, semi-automatic pistols, and modern guns from the early 1900’s to the 21st century.  Learn how these guns helped forge the country and world that we know today. 
Pistol 1 (Introductory pistol) - This is a .22 pistol introductory level course and focuses on providing youth with a strong introduction to the sport.  This is a basic gun safety education and shooting introduction for beginners and those with minimal experience.  Using handguns, the campers will learn how to safely handle guns, maintain the equipment, range safety and courtesy, and will practice the proper steps of shooting form. Emphasis will be placed on having fun and the basics of pistol shooting. Bench rest, two handed and one handed shooting will be introduced and practiced. Participants will be both shooters and coaches using semi-automatic pistols and revolvers.  Equipment and ammunition will be provided by the camp and participants should not bring their own. Bulls-eye and action shooting will be introduced during this course. Emphasis will be placed on the basics of shooting fundamentals. Class size: 10
Pistol 2 (Pistol skill development) - This is a skill development level course. Participants will begin to develop their personal shooting style using intermediate and advanced skills to improve their accuracy at greater distances.  To enter this level, the camper must have completed Pistol Introductory Level (see above) or equivalent as shown by certification from the provider.  At this level the participants are encouraged to bring their own .22  (with instructor’s approval) handguns so they can return home and practice their skills.  Handguns brought to camp will be collected at registration and kept in the camp armory except when in use on the range. We encourage that handguns be semi-automatic as they will be used in practicing match shooting.  The handguns may have open or optic sights.  If optic sights are used, the participant should bring along the instructions for use and extra batteries.  Also, small spotting scopes and tri-pods for use on the bench may be useful. Participants will be introduced to a variety of precision style competitive Olympic/collegiate games. Action shooting will be optional to participants who wish to learn more about shooting games such as Bianchi Cup and bowling pin. This type of shooting adds speed to accuracy. Students will also be able to sample a variety pistols and calibers and shoot from a variety of positions.
Class size: 10
FISHING: This is not offered as a 4-H shooting education camp discipline. Fishing is offered every day as a camp sampler.  Participants will learn how to fine tune their fishing skills, and improve their angling techniques and gain valuable knowledge related to the ecology of aquatic environments and how ecology has an impact of fishing. Fishing education is also offered through the Hunting, Fishing and Trapping Heritage discipline.

Hunter Education Home Study Course: The Ohio Department of Natural Resources/Division of Wildlife offers an Ohio Hunter Education Course home study option. This course allows students to work through the Ohio Hunter Education Manual at their own pace and convenience. For those who have completed the homework, students must attend a 4-hour hands-on training and completion session. At these sessions instructors work with the students on firearms, ammunition, safe gun handling, and other hunting safety issues. The 4-hour hands on and examination will be conducted during the Ohio 4-H Shooting Education Camp sampler times over a two-day period.

NOTE: You will need to bring your completed Home Study Course Manual with you to Shooting Education camp to complete the 4-hour hands on course.  This will ensure ample time to successfully complete the course. Courses and listings are available online at http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/wildlife/hunting/huntered 

Class size: Limited to the Ohio 4-H Shooting Education Camp participants.

Please visit our website at: http://www.ohio4hshootingsports.org
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