Press Release

Fantastic week at the Ohio 4-H Shooting Education Camp 
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A favorite camp of the summer is the Canter’s Cave 4 -H shooting sports camp.  I myself have gone to it for four straight years and am now in Shotgun 5.   I have made many new friends and increased my shotgun skills a lot.  The Instructors are very nice and love to help you improve your skills and knowledge of your discipline.  Shotgun, archery, rifle, muzzle loading and living history are some of the disciplines.  On the first day, you meet your instructors, learn safety, and learn the rules of the camp and range.  In addition, every afternoon there are activities such as Rifles of Distinction with Ernest Cowan and Rick Keller, which was about the firearms that Lewis and Clark brought on their trip or Challenges and Consequences, where we learned leadership skills and teamwork. One of the best afternoon activities is Lethal Impact where they show what can happen if you ignore the safety rules on blocks of ice, pop cans, and other stuff like a coconut, which simulates the human skull with different types of firearms.

 The following days, you go to your shooting discipline to learn how to improve your skills.  Sometimes we play games and I especially like Blue Chip and Anne Oakley.  There is also camp sampling like fishing, swimming, basket making, and high ropes. You also have shooting sampling where you can try other disciplines.  I really like trying other disciplines.

This year some new things and events are Team Smith & Wesson where Jerry Miculik and BJ Norris demonstrate their shooting skills with some new types of Smith and Wesson pistols and a rifle, and a live band called Johnnie Lonesome and the Astro-nots during the Thursday night dance. In addition, there was a turkey, deer and crow-calling contest on the last day.  Every year they have a polar bear swim, which is an early morning swim, Shawnee Run Relays and a shooting triathlon, which are contests based on living history and Campfire where we tell stories, do challenges and skits. 

 Many of the kids came from all over the state.  All have so much fun and learning new things.  I have made some great new friends there.  Caitlyn of Allen County says; “Summer camp and target practice? What could be better?  Safety is always first as it should be, but that doesn’t stop the fun”.  Hannah also of Allen County says; “It is a wonderful experience.  Everyone is really nice and it’s always safety first.  I made some awesome friends too.”  

If you question the food, I will tell you it’s very good and there is plenty to eat during breakfast, lunch, dinner and snack.  The steak was the best along with the pancakes, cinnamon rolls and a s’more like cookies. The campground is also on a historic site.  Next year kids 12 to 18 are highly encouraged to have a fantastic time at the 12th annual Ohio 4-H Shooting Education Camp. In 2009, camp will be held on July 19 – 24 at Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp in Jackson, Ohio.   It is a great adventure and I always have an awesome time and am looking forward to the next year.
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