Ohio 4-H Shooting Education Camp
By Tom Johnston
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I recently returned from the 11th Annual Ohio 4-H Shooting Education Camp and according to those who where there, it wrapped up as the best camp ever. Ohio’s yearly camp for boys and girls ages 12 – 19 takes place every July in Jackson, Ohio at the Elizabeth L. Evans Outdoor Education Center and Canters Cave 4-H Camp. The Ohio 4-H Shooting Sports Education Camp is a 6-day learning experience and is one of the largest camps of its kind in the country, this year, with 151 campers and 58 adult instructors. 
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The camp director, Anita Harris is quick to point out, “You don’t have to be in 4-H to attend this camp. Even though it is staffed by 4-H certified volunteer instructors, everyone is welcome. You don’t even have to be from Ohio. We have even had campers from as far away as Puerto Rico.”
Shooting instruction here is led by trained, experienced 4-H Shooting Sports volunteer instructors. The campers specialize in the discipline of their choice such as Archery, Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, or Living History, all having multiple levels. This camps main focus is shooting safety education and youth development, but campers obtain technical instruction from some of the best firearms instructors Ohio has to offer. 
This year, level 2 pistol instructors were assisted by Smith & Wesson Champion shooters Jerry Miculek and B. J. Norris in a pilot program teaching campers how to shoot action pistol. For the first time in 4-H shooting sports, campers were taught the basics of the various action pistol games which included drawing from a holster, shooting on the move, shooting multiple targets, speed reloads and shooting stages from an actual match. A select group of kids, ages 13-18 were privileged to spend the week with two of Smith & Wesson’s best. Miculek and Norris were integrated into the instructor staff right along side of the 4-H volunteers. “We are very fortunate to have this level of expertise working with us this year,” said Ohio’s Shooting Sports Coordinator Larry Harris. “These kids will never forget this experience. They are truly being trained by the best in the world. I hope this is the first of many years to come for our partnership with Smith & Wesson.”  
Smith & Wesson’s Julie Goloski worked with Ohio’s instructors to develop the curriculum for this year where kids interested in action pistol shooting could learn how to safely participate in any number of action games. In order to ensure Ohio had the proper handguns for the sport, Smith & Wesson donated 686SSR revolvers, M&P 9mm semi-automatics and SW1911pistols. Paul Pluff, Smith & Wesson’s Director of Marketing said, “Smith & Wesson is committed to supporting Ohio’s 4-H Shooting Sports Curriculum. It is important to our heritage that we pass on and share our knowledge of firearms with [image: image4.jpg]


today’s youth. Action pistol games are very hot right now, with younger and younger competitors taking up the sport. B.J. Norris is only 19 years old, the same age as many of the kids at camp. He is a 3-time consecutive USPSA National Jr. Champion and is one of the youngest people to ever earn a Grandmaster qualification in USPSA Open Division. We felt he was an excellent choice to compliment Jerry’s instruction and provide a role model, showing the kids what they can accomplish if they set their mind to it.”
Safariland Holsters Vice President Scott Carnahan first learned about this upcoming program at the 2008 SHOT show in Las Vegas this past spring. “When I heard what Ohio had going with Smith & Wesson, I wanted Safariland to be the company that supplied all of their holsters and gear, said Carnahan. “Safariland is a premier manufacture of holsters for action pistol games. We simply make the best competition equipment available and we wanted these kids to have the best for this program. [image: image5.jpg]


We had Team Safariland’s Tom Campbell spec out all of the equipment needed and sent it to camp. Team Safariland is proud to sponsor Ohio’s 4-H Shooting Sports action pistol program.”  
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“We are blessed with the support we have been given this year by our sponsors,” said Larry Harris. “Federal Cartridge has been with us all along, providing shotgun and .22 ammunition. The Michigan Ammunition Company came on board this year, donating all of the centerfire pistol ammunition. Our costs are very high and getting higher as time goes on. We try to keep the kids costs to a minimum and are only able to do it through donations. Many of the kids wouldn’t be able to come if we charged any more.”

Miculek and Norris also worked with level 1 pistol instructor, Mike Briski teaching the basic fundamentals of handgun shooting to the less experienced shooters. The level 1 program uses .22 Smith & Wesson model 617 revolvers and model 22A pistols on loan from the Ohio Division of Wildlife. Briski says he likes the S&W .22 handguns due to their reliability, balance, ergonomics and ease of use. He says they have very few problems with these guns even though they put between 500 and 1000 rounds through each gun during the week.
Ohio’s Shooting Sports camp has five levels of shotgun. This is where the majority of the campers are, boys and girls alike. Everyone starts at Shotgun 1 where husband/wife team Doug and Elaine Shafer of Belmont, Ohio teach kids the basics of shotgun shooting. 
The Shafer’s have been teaching together here for 7 years. Their five children are also at camp, the oldest daughter, Lacy, now working [image: image7.jpg]


as an adult volunteer. Shotgun 2 teaches campers how to apply advanced shotgun shooting skills using a 10’ utility trailer with six clay throwers permanently mounted. This can be challenging for most adults but Ohio’s instructors make sure the kids have success, making it look easy. They also have three other advanced levels of shotgun that teach International Shotgun Games, 5-Stand Sporting Clays, Skeet and different Trap games.  
[image: image8.jpg]



Leobarda Aguilar is in her fourth straight year for Shooting Education Camp, this year participating in Trap. “I have made many new friends and increased my shotgun skills a lot.  The Instructors are very nice and love to help you improve your skills and knowledge of your discipline. Sometimes we play games and I especially like Blue Chip and Anne Oakley,” said 16 year old Aguilar. 
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Over the years, Ohio 4-H Shooting Sports’ rifle program has produced many varsity collegiate shooters. Beginning in August and finishing up in late February, 4-H rifle instructor Roger Antolik runs a youth team that shoots 3-positon smallbore rifle at Ohio State University. Many of these team members are also here at camp every year where they get some one-on-one time with Antolik and 4-H rifle instructor Ken McCabe. Historically, about ½ of Ohio State University’s varsity shooters come from 4-H Shooting Sports. In Rifle 2 instructors teach a diverse program allowing campers to explore a variety of rifle shooting opportunities, including competitive smallbore and high-power as well as sporter rifle shooting. The week concludes with a woods walk where photo targets are strategically placed to represent actual hunting situations. 
Ohio’s Shooting Education camp is more than just guns; the archery program is top notch with some of the most knowledgeable archers around. There are 3 levels of archery beginning with the basics where archers use low draw weight recurve and Genesis compound bows to learn the fundamentals of archery. In level 2 archery, campers are introduced to advanced archery techniques and taught basic hunting skills. Instructors Ed Clawson and David Frye teach archery level 3, where the primary focus is [image: image10.jpg]


placed on advanced hunting and target shooting skills. “Most kids come with their own bows, some of them custom fit”, said Frye. “These kids are at a very high skill level when they get to camp. It’s sometimes difficult coming up new things that will challenge them.” Clawson says, “We are a youth development program with a focus on shooting sports. We work toward our main goal and everyone leaves here with something new.” 
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The 4-H Living History program was born right here at Canters Cave 4-H Camp. Former educator Dean Fruend and Debbie Easley also teach this program on a national level. Students learn about life in the 1700’s, bringing history to life through the use of period appropriate clothing and accouterments, Indian gesture language and story telling based on real-life accounts. Campers experience the sights, sounds, tastes, smells & textures of the past. In basic Living History, kids practice shooting percussion cap muzzleloaders. Since people on the frontier made their own gear, they also make a 50 grain cane powder measure, nipple pick, loading block, ball starter, and deerskin pouch.  They assemble and learn how to make fire with their own flint & steel fire starting kit. In level 2, flintlock and caplock muzzleloaders are used.  They also make their own rifleman’s bag as well as a hand crafted vent pick while serving an “apprenticeship” learning on a real blacksmith forge.  Living History 3 is where campers work on a more demanding handcraft: either a primitive utility knife or a powder horn. Conditions permitting, participants can “test” their frontier living skills during an overnight campout.  
In Heritage Hunting, Fishing and Trapping, campers catch the explorer spirit as they explore wildlife through early hunting, fishing, and trapping skills and techniques.  [image: image13.jpg]


Activities and skills include shooting muzzleloaders; exploring historic traps and trapping skills, preparing pelts or hides, making historic fish hooks and a fishing kit for fishing in the pond, outdoor cooking. Campers even have the opportunity to make a turkey wing bone call and compete for prizes.
Campers this year were treated to a presentation by Ernest Cowan and Rick Keller from Chambersburg, PA on the Lewis & Clark air rifle. In 2005, Cowan and Keller discovered the original airgun, a .31 caliber Girandoni air rifle, in Dr. Robert Beeman’s private collection. They have manufactured exact replicas of the rifle and travel the Eastern U.S. lecturing on the discovery and [image: image14.jpg]


history of this unique and historical firearm. Campers were allowed to individually visit with Cowan and Keller to ask questions and shoot the gun. 
At Ohio’s Shooting Education Camp campers also enjoy hiking, canoeing, swimming, crafts, fishing, high ropes, challenging games, hunter education and much more. Caitlyn Merkel, 15 of Lima, Ohio says; “Summer camp and target practice? What could be better?  Safety is always first as it should be, but that doesn’t stop the fun”. [image: image15.jpg]



Campers and guests were treated to a unique handgun shooting exhibition by Team Smith & Wesson shooters Miculek and Norris. 
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The camp is held annually in July and is open to boys and girls ages 12-18. Campers are not required to be residents of Ohio and are not required to be members of 4-H. The Ohio 4-H Shooting Education Camp is sponsored in part by the Ohio 4-H Shooting Sports Committee and hosted by Ohio State University Extension 4-H Youth Development. Financial support and equipment for the camp is provided by grants from the Friends of the NRA, ODNR Division of Wildlife, Whitetails Unlimited, Federal Cartridge Company, Michigan Ammunition Company, Smith & Wesson, Safariland, Action Target, Wolf Performance Ammunition, National Wild Turkey Federation and many others. 
For more information on Ohio’s 4-H Shooting Education Camp, visit www.ohio4hshootingsports.org or call Ohio’s 4-H Shooting Sports Coordinator, Larry Harris at 740-286-4058.
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