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NMLRA Lore of the Laughery Event Debuts August 2005

By Leslie Martin Dotson

The lush and beautiful Laughery Valley of southern Indiana has a unique story to tell- the lore of the Laughery.  


From the earliest European explorations through the Revolutionary War and beyond, the Laughery Valley was witness to much of the political maneuvering, intrigue, and turmoil amongst foreign powers, Native tribes, and early settlers, leading to the birth of a new nation and to the eve of Indiana statehood.


The summer of 2005 will mark the debut of “Lore of the Laughery,” a highly juried, Eastern frontier historical reenactment.  Held near the banks of scenic Laughery Creek on the grounds of the National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association in Friendship, Indiana, this event will draw its inspiration from the time period of 1750 to 1812, and focus particularly on the early history of the local area. It is a little known fact that Laughery creek was the site of one of the very few Revolutionary War engagements to take place in what is now the state of Indiana.  Lore of the Laughery will be held August 27th-28th 2005, 224 years, almost to the day, after the original historical event.     


Since 2003, the NMLRA has steadily increased its focus on educational programming, living history interpretation, and support of Early American craftsmanship, in addition to its traditional mission as representative and advocate for all aspects of the sport of muzzle loading. To advance these educational goals, Lore of the Laughery was conceived as a new undertaking to bring skilled and experienced living history interpreters into interactive contact with a public audience.


From the beginning, the NMLRA board of directors has envisioned Lore of the Laughery as a new educational tool to help place the association in a position of leadership in the fields of historical education, research, and living history reenactment. The event is designed to enhance the association’s Early American interpretive efforts, and address the responsibility imposed by the mission statement of the NMLRA with regard to historical education.


Scott Mings, NMLRA Youth Committee Chair, NMLRA Board of Directors, thinks that Lore of the Laughery will assume an important role in regards to NMLRA programming targeted towards young people.  “The NMLRA has made a serious commitment to its Youth Program over the past two years.  As part of that commitment, President Jim Fulmer has created a Youth Committee with a voice and representation at our board of directors meetings; we have invested over $40,000 to build a world-class shooting range dedicated to youth programming; we have developed a National Youth Shoot which has seen its participation double in the first two years; and, we have expanded the number of opportunities that a youth has to experience our living history through black powder events.”


Jerry Wilson, a 5th grade teacher at near-by South Ripley Elementary School, is thrilled at the prospect of quality programming that Lore of the Laughery stands to provide for students.  “I believe living history events are a very important part of a good educational program.  Today, so much time is devoted to state academic standards that we often tend to leave out much of what our students need to know and understand about history.  With events like the upcoming Lore of the Laughery sponsored by the NMLRA we will be able to witness history in action, and then apply that information to meet those state standards."


In order to help implement and carry forward the concept of Lore of the Laughery, Leslie Martin Dotson was brought in as a consultant.  An anthropologist whose specialty is the ethnology of the Great Lakes fur trade and a museum professional with over twenty years of experience in the living history event planning field, Martin Dotson will be responsible for constructing the basic framework and development of the project and seeing it through to its debut.  Martin Dotson worked as coordinator of the internationally known Feast of the Hunters’ Moon near Lafayette, Indiana for many years, and is currently involved with Mississinewa 1812 at Marion, Indiana and Kohkohmah Foster in Burlington, Indiana.


Lore of the Laughery will have many colorful stories to tell of the 1750-1812 Eastern frontier, related through the pageantry of the recreated military units, period artisans, craftspeople, entertainers, voyageurs, merchants, civilian encampments, and livestock demonstrating the lifestyles of the time.  A special feature of the event will be the reenactment of Lochery’s Defeat, by the Painted Stone Settlers reenactment group. 


As a premier living history event, Lore of the Laughery reflects and interprets the historical heritage of the area, telling the stories of the past with all of the joy, fear, humor, wisdom, sadness, pain, conflict, glory, pride, and trepidation that the Eastern Frontier theater provided to the peoples and cultures that inhabited the region. 


The NMLRA’s future plans include a modern education center, a museum and archives and a living history village. As development proceeds, reenactors, living history interpreters, researchers, and traditional craftspeople will find support for their research and academic interests, and for skill development in their trades.


The NMLRA property also includes many remote and undeveloped acres, which can be made available for trekking and other reenactment activities.  Military units can get live fire experience in a safe environment, an opportunity which is increasingly difficult to find.  It is thus hoped and expected that Lore of the Laughery, along with other historical programming efforts of the NMLRA, will benefit not only the association but also the regional community as well as reenactors, traditional artisans, and other living history enthusiasts.


Inquiries in regards to participation are invited.  Participant pre-registration is mandatory and will be strictly enforced.  All those who apply will be juried as to the appropriateness of their interpretation and historical persona.  For participant information, please contact Leslie Martin Dotson at nmlraevents@seidata.com, 3030 North River Road, West Lafayette, IN 47906, 574.583.6728.

