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HOW TO START


A 4-H CLUB


AND


WHAT TO DO


ONCE IT’S STARTED


�





�





	This I Believe...





	It’s not only what we know, but what we believe, that determines what we do.





 1.	The 4-H members are more important than the project.





 2.	4-H is not trying to replace the home, the church, or the school - only supplement them.





 3.	4-H’ers should be their own best exhibits.





 4.	No 4-H award is worth sacrificing the reputation of the 4-H member or volunteer.





 5.	Competition is a natural human trait and should be recognized as such in 4-H Club work.  It should be given no more emphasis than other fundamentals in 4-H.





 6.	Learning how to do the project is more important than the project itself.





 7.	Many things are caught rather than taught.





 8.	A blue ribbon 4-H member with a red ribbon pig is more desirable than a red ribbon member with a blue ribbon pig.





 9.	That “learn by doing” is fundamental in any sound educational program and characteristic of the 4-H program.





10.	Generally speaking, there is more than one good way of doing most things.





11.	Every 4-H member needs to be noticed, to be important, to achieve and to be praised.





12.	Our job is to teach 4-H members how to think, not what to think.





	(Author unknown.)
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4-H - WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT





4-H is a voluntary, educational program designed to meet the needs and interests of boys and girls who are in kindergarten through age 18.  Participation and membership are open to all youth without regard to race, color, creed, national origin, ethnic and occupational backgrounds, socioeconomic situation or place of residence.





The purpose of 4-H is to provide learning experiences and opportunities for boys and girls, which will help them, grow and develop to their fullest potential.  Projects, programs, and activities are tools used to help members in this regard.  They should be adapted, in so far as possible, to fit the needs and interests of each person, or group of persons.








OVERALL GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPING AND


CONDUCTING EXTENSION 4-H YOUTH PROGRAMS





a.	Start with youth where they are.





b.	Learn by actual participation.





c.	Projects based on real life, adult-like experiences.





d.	Effective use of volunteer leadership to expand the total effort.





e.	Projects are related to agriculture, family and consumer sciences, horticulture and natural resources.














For further information contact:





	 The Ohio State University Extension Office


	Located in your County





Or


 


The State Office


Ohio State University Extension


25 Ag. Admin Bldg.


2120 Fyffe Road


Columbus, OH 43210


Phone: (614) 292-4444
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All educational programs conducted by Ohio State University Extension are available to clientele on a non-discriminatory basis without regard to race, color, creed, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, gender, age, disability or Vietnam-era veteran status.





Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice President for Ag. Adm. and Director, OSU Extension, TDD No. 800-589-8292 (Ohio only) or 614-292-1868


(Revised 2/2002)











WHAT TO DO AT A MEETING





1.	First meeting:





a.	Tell members what they will do as 4-H'ers:  be a part of a club; choose own club name; make a project; exhibit a project, etc.





b.	Learn about the 4-H symbol, the 4-H motto, and begin learning the 4-H pledge (on the back of each project book).





 	c.	Do a group activity.





d.	Introduce projects and let the young people select the one they would like.





e.	Play a game or two.





f.	Set time for next meeting.





g.	Refreshments, if you like.





2.	Second meeting:





a.	Short business meeting (10 minutes or less).





-Say the 4-H pledge.





-Collect club dues (optional). Some clubs collect a small sum for special club activities. 





-Set time and place for next meeting (try to establish a regular date).





-Create a constitution and by-laws (example in Secretary’s Book).











GET THEM TOGETHER





1.	Call a meeting of parents; let them know what 4-H is.  Another 4-H advisor would be happy to attend the meeting.  Leaflets explaining 4-H are available from the Extension Office.








2.	Set a meeting time and gather all the kids together. Explain what 4-H is.








3.	Have members decide what projects they will take and order any necessary project books from the Extension Office.








4.	Have all advisors and members fill out enrollment forms. These forms can be found in your organizational packet or are available from the Extension Office. Enrollment forms should be returned to OSU Extension, County, Office, OH as soon as possible, but no later than April 1 of the current year to be eligible for county fair participation.
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     TO MAKE THE BEST BETTER





HOW TO START





1.	You will need:





a.	To complete the volunteer application procedure.  The volunteer application process has five components.  They will follow in this order and must be in place before an applicant becomes an advisor.





Application--a written application is required.  The State 4-H Office designed this application with all of the important information required from volunteers.  References must be signed as part of the application.





Reference check--two letters of reference must be submitted before the interview can be scheduled.





Meeting with a 4-H professional--this is an informal interview to determine qualifications, review the application, and a time for the applicant to ask questions.





New Advisor Orientation--two hours of orientation to  the 4-H program are given to new advisors to acquaint them with the procedures, programs and requirements and history of 4-H.





Acceptance--after the process above has been completed, and they have been notified in writing, new advisors can begin recruiting and meeting with their members.





b.	Boys and girls, 5-18 years old.





c.	One adult advisor (or more, depending on the number of children).











d.	A place to meet (a home, church, community center, etc).





e.	A regular meeting time.





f.	To meet about 8 times during the year or more if you wish.





g.	To select those projects which you, a friend, or parent can help you with.  Then, let the 4-H'ers have their choice of those you've selected. (See current year 4-H Family Guide for list of available projects.)





h.	Please contact the Ohio State University Extension, County Office for information regarding ordering project books and their cost.  Most project books cost $2.00 each, unless noted otherwise in the Family Guide or on the order form.





i.	Have your club enrolled with the Extension Office.  The April 1 deadline is for participation at the county fair.








4-H Pledge





I pledge


My Head to clearer thinking,


My Heart to greater loyalty,


My Hands to larger service,


and My Health to better living,


for My Club, My Community,


My Country, and My World.








